
WHO MAY VOTE BY ABSENTEE 
BALLOT? 
 
Registered voters expecting to be absent 
from their county of residence on Election 
Day; 
 
Registered voters appointed to be judges 
of election in a precinct different from 
where they reside; 
 
Registered voters unable to be present at 
the polls because of a physical incapacity; 
 
Registered voters observing a religious 
holiday and unable to be present at the 
polls because of the tenets of their 
religion; 
 
Registered voters who because of election 
duties for the election authority, a board of 
election commissioners, the State Board 
of Elections, the Attorney General, the 
State’s Attorney, or any other law 
enforcement agency, will be unable to be 
present at the polls on Election Day; 
 
Registered voters confined in jail pending 
acquittal or conviction of a crime; 
 
Registered voters who are considered a 
temporarily absent student attending an 
institution of higher education; 
 
Registered voters who are serving as 
sequestered jurors on a state or federal 
jury only; 
 
Registered voters who are convicted child 
sex offenders, whose precinct polling 
place is located in a school; 

 
 
 
 
 

WHO MAY VOTE BY ABSENTEE 
BALLOT?  (continued) 
 
Registered or non-registered members of 
the United States Armed Forces while on 
active duty, members of the Merchant 
Marines, and U.S. Government employees 
serving outside the U.S., as well as their 
spouses and dependents who expect to 
be absent from their county of residence 
on election day; however, children born to 
military members who have reached the 
age of 18 but have never resided in Illinois 
are not eligible to vote in Illinois; 
 
Registered and non-registered citizens of 
the United States, temporarily out of the 
country, and their spouses and 
dependents of voting age when residing 
with or accompanying them, who maintain 
a precinct residence in a county in this 
State; 
 
State and federal employees (and their 
spouses) who had a voting residence in 
the precinct at the time they entered 
employment, but who now reside 
elsewhere due to state or federal 
employment, may retain their voting rights 
in that precinct. 
 
WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS TO 
VOTE ABSENTEE? 
 
The voter must obtain the proper 
application for absentee ballot, either by 
mail or in person, from their election 
authority (county clerk or board of election 
commissioners).  Upon receiving the 
application, the voter completes and 
returns it to the election authority.  It must 
include their name, home address, 
address where they want the ballot mailed, 
party affiliation for a primary election, and 
signature. The completed application must 
then be returned to the election authority 
in the appropriate time frame.   

WHEN CAN APPLICATION BE MADE 
TO VOTE ABSENTEE? 
 
In Person: Not more than 40 days or less 
than 1 day prior to the election. 
 
By Mail inside the US:  Not more than 40 
days or less than 5 days prior to the 
election. 
 
By Mail outside the US:  
 

 Not less than 30 days prior to the 
election to receive full ballot or;  

  
 less than 30 days prior to the 

election, but more than 10 days 
prior to the election to receive a 
Federal Ballot only. 

 
CAN ANYONE WHO REQUESTED AN 
ABSENTEE BALLOT VOTE AT THE 
POLLS ON ELECTION DAY? 
 
A person who has requested an absentee 
ballot cannot be permitted to vote in the 
polling place on Election Day. Exceptions:  
Any voter to whom an absentee ballot was 
issued may vote in the polls if: 
 

 the voter submits to the election 
judges their absentee ballot, or a 
portion of the ballot for 
cancellation; 
 

 the voter fills out an affidavit 
stating that they never received 
the absentee ballot; 

 
 or the voter fills out an affidavit 

stating they completed and 
returned an absentee ballot and 
the election authority did not 
receive it. 

 
 



DID YOU KNOW? 
 
Absentee voters have the same 
obligations as those who vote in the 
polling place on Election Day.  After 
completing the application, they must vote 
their ballot in complete secrecy. 
 
The affidavits on the application and the 
ballot envelope must be signed.  These 
affidavits attest to the accuracy of the 
information provided on the application.  
The affidavit on the envelope attests to the 
fact that the voter is voting his/her own 
ballot in secret. 
 
If an absentee ballot is done by mail, the 
voted ballot must be placed into the 
certification envelope provided.  The 
certification on the envelope must be 
completed, signed, and the envelope 
sealed.  Absentee ballots must all be 
personally returned or mailed to the 
election authority. Mailed absentee ballots 
must be postmarked no later than midnight 
on the night prior to the election, and must 
be received within 14 days of the election.  
All absentee ballots are processed 
centrally.  
 
If the voter receives assistance in voting 
their absentee ballot, the name and 
address of the individual giving the 
assistance must be placed on the allot 
certification envelope.  Remember that a 
candidate is NOT allowed to assist an 
absentee voter unless the candidate is a 
spouse, parent, child or sibling of the 
absentee voter. 
 
The absentee voter may authorize, in 
writing, a spouse, parent, child, brother, 
sister, or licensed motor carrier, to deliver 
to the ballot to the election authority. 
 
 

WHERE DOES ABSENTEE VOTING 
TAKE PLACE? 
 
Absentee voting may take place in person, 
or by mail.  Contact your election authority 
for a list of the locations and office hours. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State Board of Elections 
1020 South Spring Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62704 

217/782-4141 
TDD 217/782-1518 

 
100 West Randolph, Suite 14-100 

Chicago, Illinois 60601 
312/814-6440 

TDD 312/814-6431 
 

Printed by Authority of the State of Illinois 
www.elections.il.gov 

 
FY09-10-5000-1-09 

 

ABSENTEE 
VOTING 

IN ILLINOIS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many registered voters in Illinois are 
unable to vote in person at the polling 
place on Election Day.  This pamphlet 
provides general information regarding: 
 

 Who may vote by absentee 
ballot? 

 
 What are the requirements to 

vote absentee? 
 

 When can application be made 
to vote absentee? 

 
 Where does absent voting take 

place? 
 


